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ark, iti. 28. Verily 1 say unto you, all sins 

shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, 

and blasphemies wherewith soever they 
shall blaspheme. 

The scribes said that Jesus had Beelze- 
pub and that by the prince of deviis he cast 
put devils. And he calledthem unto him, 
and said unto them in parables, how can 
atan cast out satan? And if a kingdom be 
livided against itself, that kingdom cannot 
stand, &c. 

Pavables or similitudes were much used 
by our Saviour, and to many, in all ages, 
they have had the same effect, which they 
had upon the Jews ; that seeing they 
might not see, and hearing they might not 
hear, &c. 

Hence they have not understood, that 


were explained by the six ver ses preced- 
ing. Every kingdom has a kiag, and sub= 
jects to that king are necessary to its ex- 
istence as a kingdom. 

Now if the king be against his subjects, 
and the subjects, against their king ; the 
ruin of that kingdom must ensue. Why? 
because there isa mutual opposition, so 
that the kingdom must fall of course. 

Man is called the temple, the husbandry 
and building of God ; love or charity,with 
its attendants, faith and hope, constitute a 
little kingdom of grace ; this love, existing 
in some degree, in ail hearts, constitutes 
what is called the body, or church or king- 
com of Christ. If we have thus found a 
kingdom, it will be necessary to find or 
point out its king. 

This king is Christ by his spirit enlight- 
ening, reproving and convincing the world 
of sin, of righteousness and of judgment, 
The spirit of Christ, then, is the great ef- 
ficient, builder and king of this kingdom. 


diflicalt question, unanswerable in the o- 
pinion of many serious people of almost 
all denominations ; viz. how can all mane 
ner of sins and blasphemies be forgiven 
unto the sons of men ; and yet the bias- 
phemy against the holy Ghost never be 
forgiven ? 

All manner of sins and blasphemies, 
which are forgiven, come under the denom- 
ination of a word spoken against the Son 
of man. Christ’s coming into the world 
in a manner wholly unexpected ; and hav- 
ing to contend with the prejudices and tre. 
ditions of the Jews ; to abolish, intention- 
ally, the legal, and introduce the gospel 
dispensation ; it must be supposed, (as the 
Jews were ignorant of him,) that many 
things would be said against him ; that ma- 
ny blasphemies would be uttered. But 
these being spoken, ignorantly ; our Sa- 
viour plainly declares thatthey should be 
forgiven. That they were ignorant of him, 
is evident from the consideration that their 
eyes and ears were stopped, & their hearts 
hardened that they should not know him ; 
and from the positive declaration of ana- 
postle, who said, that none of the princes 
of this world knew him, for had they known 
him they would not have crucified the 
Lord of glory. 

Thus the sins and blasphemies spoken, 
ignorartly, against the Son of man, have 
the positive promise of forgiveness from 


Christ ; and his effectual prayer is a con- 


firmation of it. Bather forgive them for 


they know not what they do. 


Now what is the blasphemy against the 
holy Ghost, which never shall be forgiven; 


and how can such asin comport with the 
forgiveness of all manner of sins and dlas- 
phemies against the Son of man? As the 
spirit is the great source of light and di- 





The way is now prepared to answer a 
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of the Lord, lighted in a greater or less de- 
gree in every mind ; the consequence is, 
that every sin against light and knowledge, 
is asin against the holy Ghost. But all 
sins against light and knowledge are not 
unpardonable. The conclusion that all 
sins against light were unpardonable would 
prove too much ; for it would shut out 
forgiveness from every creature. Sins com- 
mitted against the greatest light, and with 
the greatest malice, cannot amount to an 
unpardonable sin; because wherever sin 
has abounded, grace has much more aboun- 
ded. ‘The operation of the spirit in con- 
vincing the world of sin, of righteousness 
and of judgment, will avail to the recon- 
ciliation of every sinner and to the des- 
truction of sin itself and the bowing of ev- 
ery knee. 

There is but one consideration, by which 
it is possible that asin absolutely unpar- 
donable canbe committed; and that is, 
when the kingdom of Christ shall be divid- 
ed against iiself. Mutual opposition and 
hatred between Christ and his people must 
take place, or the kingdom is not divided ; 
and until this be the case a sin ab 
solutely unpardonable, is impossible. So 
long as God is love ; so long as Christ is 


*. the sinner’s friend; s0 long will it be im- 


. possible, for the vilest man, to commit an 
unpardonable sin. ‘The six preceding 
verses explain the 28th and 29th.— 
If a kingdom; if a house, or if satan be 
divided against themseives, they must come 
to an end. Thus if Christ’s kingdom should 
in like manner, be divided it could not 
stand, but endJess ruin must ensue. These 
words are spcken in the ferm of a parable 
or parables, or by way of argument ; sig- 
nifying, that if he, whohad declared him- 
self to be the Messiah, and was soon to 
sot up bis kingdom as such; should make 
use of satan’s agency to procure confi- 
dence, it might, with equal propriety, be 
supposed that he would rise op against his 


. own kingdors and that his rebellious sub- 


jects would never be forgiven, but be io 
danger of eternal dammation. 
But Christ dues not say that satan was 





ee 


divided against himsef ; nor that he hin p 
self (as their argument would signify) > 


should ever rise up against his own kino, 
dom. Thus it was not the declaration ¢ 


Christ, but the argument of the Jew, — 


which would go to prove an unpardonalls 
sin, I therefore conclude that much ip. 
quiry has been lost, ana much peace ¢ 


mind disturbed by a misunderstanding tt 


this important passage. It is plain tem 
that no man ever did, or ever can commi: 
asin, which, absolutely, shall never be fur. 
given. Hence there is no unpardonable 
sin. God must cease to be God ; all bis 
gracious purposes must he laid aside ; the 
dying love of a Saviour mustend, and the 
holy spirit of grace, light and salvation re. 
fuse his saving inflaence and rise up against 


his own kingdom ; or such a sin can never 


be committed. 
REMARKS. 

The doctrine of an unpardonable sin has 
been not only preached, but also believed in 
the christian world for many ages, as a re- 
vealed truth. It has been insisted on, asa 
truth important to be believed ; the denial 
of which must border on infidelity ; and 
by some has beentermed infidelity itself. 
But, i think, that it has been proved, that 
such a sin can never be committed ; til! 
the opposition and hatred between Christ 
and his pecple be mutual ; and that this 
can never take place, tiil he, who is the 
same yesterday, to day and forever ; shall 
change and exercise hatred instead of love. 

Yet it is granted, that sins against light 
and knowledge, which are sins against the 
holy Ghost ; are attended with very pecu- 
liav aggravations. 

Examples of this are multiplied in the 
scriptures, andthe reason of the case, 
teaches us thatit must be so. ‘The Jews, 
who imputed the casting out of devils by 
Christ, to his having a devil ; and that be 
cast out devils through Beelzeoub, the 
prince of devils; sinned, no doubt, a 
gainst their own light and knowledge ; fer 
it was even a dictate of reason, than satan 
wouid notrise up agaiust himse!f, Thus 
they would deny their reasop, put out the 
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ight within them, and ascribe that to the 
sgency of the devil, which, evidently, was 
rought by the power of God. 
This was their sin against the holy 
host. Their calamity was according to 
he heinousness of their sin. ‘They have 
heen a rejected and dispersed people to this 
day, and their punishtaent has been unex- 
ampled as their crimes. 

How long they must still remain in this 
situation, is tous, unknown; but it will 
continue, probably, till the fulness of the 











is } gentiles is come. 
be This subject should caution every one 
ie Pam against committing crimes against their 


¢ Pam own understanding, In such acase, there 
OMB isno excuse, which they can plead. God 
does and will visit with the severest 
consequences, sins of thisnature ; and the 
evils suffered, in this way, are always ag- 
; gravated by a sense of their inexcusable 
| nature.—-Epiror. 

| GUILE NOT TO BE USED. 

The great salaries required by preach- 
ers ; and the various and multiplied meth~ 
ods used in obtaining money for ministerial 
purposes ; seems to be grounded cn St. 
Paul’s catching the Corinthians with guile; 
if Paul used guile, say our limitarian cler- 
gy, why can it be criminal inus ? It must 
be commendable, say they, to imitate 
this great apostle. 

But stop ; there are two weighty reas- 
ons against this subterfuge. 

1. If Paul used guile, it was to catch 
men, not money : but these men use guile 
to catch money, not men. 

2. We are happy in being able to show; 
that Paul did not use guile to catch either 
men or money—2 Cor. xii. 16. But be it 
80, did not burden you: Nevertheless, 
being crafty, Icaught you with guile. Is 
this an assertion, which Paul makes? or 
is it a charge, which they made against 
him ? The two foliowing verses will de- 
cide this point. Ver. 17. Did I makea 
gain of you by any of them, whom I sent 
unto you? Ver. 18. I desired Titus, and 
with him Isenta brother. Did Titus make 


a gain of you? walked we not in the same 
spirit ? walked wenot inthe same steps? 
If we did not make a gain of you, why do 
you charge me of catching you with guile? 
The words, you will say, are, undeniably, 
understood. The 16th verse, then, evi- 
dently is this : Neverthe!ess, you will say, 
being crafty I caught you with guile. This, 
then, is their charge against him; and the 
i7th and 18th verses area refutation of 
that charge : as much asif he had said, if 
we have not made a gain. of you, why do 
you charge me of catching you with guile ? 
Thus these limitarians in catching money 
by guile as a thing justified by St. Paul are 
ashore,—Eprror. 
Tyrannies to be abhorred; practices to be 
laid aside, and titles to be considered as 
useless, if not impivus. 

The restraints and burdens under which 
men have groaned, are an unquestionable 
evidence, that both in civil and ecclesiasti- 
cal affairs, men have inclined to the prac- 
tice oftyranny. The history of all past ages 
bears witness to the trath of this remark : 
and the experience of all nations, more or 
less, corroborates the same. Hence we 
learn, the abject and the oppressed condi- 
tion of the many; and the afflucnt situation 
and overbearing disposition of the few; 
who, inthe civil kingdom, have been rulers, 
and, in the ecclesiastical, have been consid. 


ered as teachers. 
Uniting together for mutual support, the 


ecclesiastical have endeavored to bind the 
consciences of men; and the civi! power 
wishing to strengthen and aggrandize their 
authority, have, not only, encroached on 
the civil rights of the subjects; but, like- 
wise, lent their aid and united their endea- 
vors, to accomplish the designs of the priest- 
hood. 

Thus government, which was originally 
designed for the good of the people, has is- 
sued in their oppression ; and the priest- 
hood, which was appointed for the instruc- 
tion, for the guidance and comfort of the 
feeble minded, the support of the weak and 
the assistance of men in their journey to 








bliss ; has abused the confidence reposed in 
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them, and ‘bound the conscience in their when the act of toleration was passed,.. 
chains.’ Persecution, in these reigns,was Carried « 
Mankind have, thus, been obliged, like | against nonconformists to the church of 
Issachar, to cauch down between two England ; wherein the same spirit, and i, 
burdens. Gen. xlix. 14. Whoever has many instances, the same cruelty were ey. 
been conversant in the history of the church, ercised, as in the days of Queen Mary, 
and of the civil governments of men, will ‘The first settlement of this coantry wa, 
readily perceive, that, with few exceptions, mainly, by those, who fled from the pers. 
the above account is correct. _cution of their protestant episcopal bret), 
That, which adds so much to this evil, in ren in England, Arriving on these shores. 
ecclesiastical affairs, is the burden of their | these persecuted and zealous men, becanie 
support. After being denied the privilege of in their turn, the persecutors of those, in | 
determining for themselves, and exercising this country, who could net conform to F 
the right of conscience; men have been | them. Witness the death of many, the F 
obliged to support their clergy with un- | banishment of others, and the various mods; 
reasonable salaries ; and ifa complaint of; of corporeal and other punishments inflic 
these hardships have been made, and espe- ited. 
cially, if they refuse to comply, they have Saul verily thought that he ought to de 
been coomed to lose their goods by confis. | many things contrary to the name of Jesu: 
cation and their lives by the cruelest tor- 1 of Nazareth; so we would charitably hope, 
ments. that as civil and religious freedom wers 
This is but an imperfect description of; not then understood ; that our venerabie 
that, which is termed the holy catholic; ancestors conducted, as they supposed, 
church, where these enormities were com-|their duty dictated. But the belief that 
mitted for more than a thousand years. _| persecution is right, and that we ought to 
The reformation weakened this power in! punish others for supposed heresies, does 
some degree; and, in several instances‘ not lessen the evil to the sufferer, nor does 
these evils were shaken off. But although | it make that to be right, which, in its own 
many of its branches have been topped, yet jnatore is wrong. 
the root or principle remains ; and so far * Thus persecution is an unreasonable and 
the ancient church has dared, ithas exer-}shameful practice; originating in ignor- 
cised this power. ‘ ance, and carried into effect by prejudice 
The evils of which we have spoken pro- | and a zeal, not according to knowledge. 
ceeding from within, out of the heart ofj It is an happy consideration that burning 
man, as a fountain common to all men; we, and otherwise torturing men to death foi 
rous! not suppose that they are peculiar to a difference of faith, is now generally dis” 
those and those only, who have practised carded. In our free and happy country, 
them in the Romish church: and it would the constitution does not give the right of 
be worthy of specia! remark, if, while the | conscience to its citizens, (for this is the 
protestants relate with abhorrence the er- | gift of God, which no constitution can give, 
rors of popery, they themselves should not and which no constitution ought to infringe) 
be guilty of many errors in the same way. but declares it, and therefore it becomes & 
Persecution to the death of the persecu- safeguard against all and every one, who 
ted, has been practised by many protestant would wish to take that privilege away. 
princes and prelates, andin many instances But we greatly err, not knowing the 
to the confiscation of goods or efiecis ; and scriptures nor the power of this evil, which 
to the banishment, imprisonment, the death is seated in the heart; if we suppose, be- 
and torture of the suffering person. cause our free institutions protect us, that, 
Witness the several reigns frou Queen therefore, there is no persecution. 
Mary to the time of King William ILI.| The persecution, by which we suffer in 
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our body or estate is from the heart or mis- 
taken views or over heated zeal; but when 
persecution in these is prohibited, the per- 
secution of the tongue remains; and, in 
thousands of ways, may this be inflicted, 
which no human authority can prevent. 

If any should deny the persecution of the 
tongue, and say that it was not scriptural, 
let him turn to Gal. iv. 29. But as then he 
that was born after the flesh persecuted 
him, that was born after the spirit, even so 
it isnow: referring to Gen. xxi.9. And 
Sarah saw the son of Hagar, the Egyptian, 
which she had born unto Abraham, mock- 
ing. Mocking, then, which was with the 
tongue, was all that the apostle had in 
view, when he said that he who was born 
after the flesh persecuted him, that was 
born after the spirit. 

Thus persecution may remain in our 
highly priviloged country : and that it does 


tion. 


But we are happy in the belief that the 
cause of this evil is discoverable, and that a 
remedy, consequently, may be prescribed. 


The belief of a partial God is one canse 
of persecution, Men believe that they 
ought to be like God; believing, therefore, 
that God is partial, they conclade that their 
duty requires them to be partial. This 
leads directly to persecution. 

The belief of an angry God tends to per- 
secution ; for how can we believe in an an- 
gry God, viewing it to be our duty to be 
like him, and not be angry ourselves ? 

The belief of an unmerciful, inexorable 
God, tends to persecution. Hence, wesee, 
that mercy is not an ingredient in the char- 
acter of a persecutor. All pity and com- 
passion are extinct inthat heart, in whiciy 
such an opinion of God is cherished. 

The belief that God does not, and will . 
rot forgive his enemies, tends to persecu- 
The persuasion that we must be like 





remain, that it is exercised or practised, is 
evident from the animosities, contentions, 
misrepresentations and uncharitableness, 
which so universally abound among the dif- 
ferent denominations. 

I will, before my remarks are made, on- 
ly suggest one idea, in which, I have much 
confidence that, all denominations will a- 
gree; it is this, viz. that a persecutling spi- 
vit was never the spirit of the Gospel or its 
author. 

REMARKS. 

In a case, so disagreeable, in itself; so 
ruinous as it has been to the temporal hap- 
piness of millions, and which is still an en- 
emy to man’s felicity ; I think, it would be- 
come every philanthropist to search for 
that, by which this bane of human society, 
—persecution, might be removed. 

tad L nota belief, that the reasons which 
excite to persecution might be attained, 
and consequently, that something might be 
prescribed for its cure; fear would get the 
advantage of courage ; and despair of hope 5 
the consequence would be, that all confi- 
dence of happier days would vanish, and a 
long night of distress and trouble be the on- 


t 


ourselves ; then, L say, that a real belie 


God in this quality, is exactly suited to the 
work of bloodshed and slaughter, 


The belief of endless,unspeakable torture 


inflicted by God on a great part of man- 
kind is, and has been, a very fruitful source 
of persecution. 
to enumerate and enlarge upon ail the 
sources of this detestable practice. 


The time would fail me 


Let us, now, see whether some suitable 


and effectual remedy may not be prescribed. 


The true character ef God is diametrical- 


ly opposed to the above belief. If, then, 
a false belief of God, produces such Gread- 
ful effects, viz. persecution; what would 
a true faith effect ?--I1f Gad be impartial ; 
if be be love unchangeable ; if be be mer- 
ciful, and willing to forgive, and does for- 
give all his enemies ; if he has purposed in 
himself the highest felicity of the human 
family ; that sin and misery shall come to 
an end; that heis the common parent and 
that all men are equally his offspring ; that 
he has equally planned and will accomplish 


he salvation of all ; if, as a consequence of 


this he has required us to love him witk 


all the heart, and to love our neighbor as 
£ 


. 








ly object of our contemplation. 
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in these with a corresponding practice temple of God, shewing himself that he is 
would destroy a persecuting spirit, and in- God. 2 Thes. ii. &. This assumption is 
troduce oniversal harmony and love. Thus |impiety: and is calculated to awe the minds 
the remedy is at hand. ‘of the weak, the better to establish his au- 

But so long as a limited belief of God’s ‘thority and bind men in the chains of super- 
love and merciful designs are entertained ; | stition and bigotry. Thus the minds of 
so long persecution, with civil and religious | men through all Europe, not excepting em- 
tyranny will prevail ; tothe afiliction of the perors and kings, were awed by this title, 
already afflicted ; to the disgust of the and by his being the head of the church on 
candid ; and to the abhorrence of the sliame- | earth and vicar of Christ, into a belief that 
ful perpetrators of this unjustifiable and|excommunication from the Pope was con- 
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cruel practice. 

May the Lord, in his own time, bring on 
the happy era, when, not oniy the heathen, 
but also the christian world, may have suit- 
able conceptions of the supreme Being; 
of their duty to him and to bis great and 
common family : when love to God shall be 
supreme and universal, and when civil in- 
trigues and ecclesiastical, worldly designs ; 
shall give way to the balmy influence of 
justice and universal philanthropy. 

In the preceding particulars, several 
things are not named, which I consider in- 
compatible with the increase of truth and, 
in a degree, tend to persecution and impie- 
ty. 

I shall, at present, name butone. Itis 
that title affixed to the name of ministers 
of the word, which is an assumption of 
priestly dignity, bordering on worldly hon- 
or, if not impiety. 

1 will begin at the root. The Pope, who 
professed to be the head of the church on 
earth is stiled, kis holiness. Allow- 
ing him to be as upright and as sincerely 
engaged inthe cause of Christ as Peter 
himself; can this title be given to him, or 
can he assume it, without departing away 
from the simniicity, which is in Christ? 
I think not. None of the apostles assumed 
any such title; their office, as apostles, 
was sometimes named, ‘Thus Paul, thea- 
postie ; and Peter an apostle; and Peter 
aservant and apostle, &c. but no title as 
holiness, &. Moreover the title of holi- 
ness is not only without scripture example ; 
bat it is assuming that, which belongs on- 
ly, and exclusively, to God ; for he only is 
boly. Thus this mat as God, sitteth in the 








nected with certain damnation. 

Passing the inferior titles of the Roman 
clergy, jet us come to the protestant 
church of England.—The Archbishop of 
Canterbury has the title of Right Reverend 
Father in God. Inferior Bishops, Right 
Reverend. ‘The common clergy, Rever- 
end. The dissenters have taken the last 
mentioned title, Reverend. 

It 3s the opinion of many judicious per- 
sons, that the title of reverend cannot, 
with propriety, be assumed by frail and im- 
perfect men ; that it belongs exclusively to 
the Deity, being joined withhis attributes 
of holiness, and that its assumption argues 
impiety. Psa. cxi.9. He hath sent re. 
demption unto his people ; he hath com- 
manded his covenant forever: holy and 
Reverend is his name. If it were impi- 
ous, in the Pope, to assume an attribute of 
Deity fora title ; why is it not impious to 
assume a title, which can, with propriety; 
only belong, to God? And why should this 
be so readily received, when, in the esti- 
mation of men, generally, it operates as 
an auxiliary to ministerial influence and 
power P 

Being convinced that this title has been 
given and received without considering its 
effects and impropriety ; and that it has 
been assumed in my own, as well asin oth- 
er denominations ; it will, if improper, e- 
qually militate against the former as the 
latter. It certainly adds nothing toa 
man’s worth ; it begets neither wisdom nor 
grace; but it may be the occasion of be- 
getting both pride and self-exaltation. 

I will venture, therefore, to recom- 
mend to my brethren, that they lay aside 
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this useless dress, and let talents and use- 
fulness be their commendation, which 
have assnvanca of reward; when names 
shal! cease and titles shall vanish away. 
li Job, for fear that bis Maker would 
take him away, knew not to give flatter- 
ing titles ; ifsuch distinctions have a ten- 
doney to pride ; and consequently ought to 
be avoided ; if the gospel has flourished 
better in its simplicity, than when attired 
in gaudy dress ; and its ministers have bet- 
ter succeeded in the humble stile of serv- 
ants, than in the lofty stile of titles not 
warranted, but antiscriptural ; let us lay a- 
side this superfluity of naughtiness and re- 
ceive, with meekness, the engrafted word, 
which is able to save our souls.—Epiror. 


ANOTHER VICTIM 
To the ductrines of endless torture. 

A young man, named John Brown, near 
Morristown, N. J. recently became the 
happy subject of conversion, under the 
preaching of the Rev. Mr. Ford, and his 
mind harrowed with the belief of endless 
torments for sinners ina future world.— 
This young man’s sincerity proved his des- 
truction. The tremendous doctrine of the 
modern Moloch, was more than he could 
bear. Insanity and despair was the conse. 
quence of Mr. Ford’s gospel! Instead of 
breathing “ peace and good will ta men,” it 

reathed © firebrands, arrows and death.” 
The distracted subject of this conversion 
attempted to seek relief in suicide ; but 
was preveated ! “ Death,” however, * the 
friend to the wretch whom every friend 
forsakes,” kindly came to his aid; and he 
left, in despair, a world, where the pre- 
tended gospel of life and. peace is heard, 
thundering anathemas, war and death. 

Thus is added another to the long list of 
victims to sanctimonious error. Jesus 
Christ ** healed all manner of diseases a- 
mong the people.” His pretended foilow- 
ers, instead of healing diseases, afflict men 
with mental! sickness, the worst and most 
incurable complaint that ever troubled 
wretched man. Jesus Christ never drove 
men to insanity. On the contrary, he re- 


lieved the sufferer, and blessed him with 
the gracious words that fell from his lips. 
His pretented followers destroy the com- 
forts and hopes of men, and carse then: 
with threatenings of endless wretchedness. 
Do we not read, “ How beautiful upon the 
mountains are the feet of him that preach- 
eth peace ?” Do we not see, in these ter- 
rible effects, the defurmity of the feet of 
those who preach war ? 

Reader, ‘* Gop 1s Love.” The modern 
Molockis hatred !—Gospel Herald. 
CONSOLATION IN AFFLICTION. 
“ Leave thy fatheriess children, I will pre- 

serve them alive; and let thy widows 

trust in me.” —Jer. xlix. 11. 

“ Are any afflicted, let them pray ;”—for 
what? For misery? For grief? The heart 
is always surcharged. For consolation, 
then. Shall they pray in faith? A contra- 





ry petition would be only a recapitulation 
oftheir wrongs, and an accusation arrayed 
against the being who occasioned or permit- 
ted them. And it would be a just one, if 
an injury were done ; anda wretched pros- 
pect for recress from a being so cruel as to 
intendandexecuteone. Isitan aggressor, 
to whom we apply for judgment and justice? 
Never! ’Tis the merciful and the humane 
who are expected to sympathize in our af- 
flictions, and grant assistance in time of 
need. Who so able to help, as the God of 
Love? And who so wise in his choice of 
seasons and method of binding up the bro- 
ken hearted, as iim, whose wisdom is in- 
finite? Who wounds but to heal; ana kills 
but to make alive 2 

“ Father of mercies,” it is to thee, then 
and to thee alone, that the sufferer should 
ge for consolation. Hast thou afflicted? 
‘Then it was for good. it was the “ rod of 
a Father, and not the sword of a destroying 
foe !? “I know that thy judgments are 
right, and that thou in faithfulness hast af- 
flicted me ; should be the humble and con- 
trite prayer, of the confiding sufferer. “Thy 
wisdom saw but what thy power executed ; 
and thy goodness prompted thee to wound 
that thou might heal. ‘To kill, that thow 
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might make alive! The imperfection of 
our vision prevents our penetrating into the 
counsels of thy wiscom, and marking, with 
thy precision, the moment, when thy chas- 
tening band, in mercy, shall sever the cord 
of human life, and remand the captive back 
to his kindred dust. Te 

But thou art the God of our spints,— 
the Creator of our being, and the Saviour 
of our souls. ‘Thou artour Father, and 
we thy offspring. —Thou the Potter and 
we the clay.—Thou hast made us, and not 
we ourselves.” Thy wisdom should silence 
ourignorance. ‘Thy power preside, and 
not our impotence. And thy goodness or- 
der all things ; for thou lovest with an ev- 
erlasting love ; and asfar exceedest out 
affection, as the east is distant from the 
west. 

Whatever maybe the present conse- 
quence of tbe distrusts of ignorance—the 
fears of impotence, and the misgivings of 
error, the dawn of anever-ending day will 
dispel them all, and prove to congregated 
worlds, that the “ kingdoms of this world 
are become the Kingdoms of our God, and 
of his Christ.””> Then, there will be no 
fatherless nor widows—for Thou wilt be 
all,and in all! No tears nor griefs—for 
Thou, O God, wilt have wiped them from 
every eye / 

** O worship the Lord in the beauty of 
holiness; fear before him,all the earth.”— 
ibid. 

Original Anecdote.—A few days ago a 
clergyman who wasa zealous believer in 
total depravity, one day called upon one o 
his parishioners. He happened to take 
a seat by the side of acradle, in which, an 
infant lay asleep. The babe had just be- 
gun to take a little notice of objects, and 
to smile when spoken to. The godly man 
engaged in conversation with the family.— 

Wiile conversing he turned his eye upon 
the infant which had awaked. It smiled! 
upon him, as he was speaking. Upon which 
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hereafter. —Jobn xiii.7, 
F rai mortal! man cannot conceive 
What for his future good is best ; 
Why should he daily mourn and grieve, 
And doubt that Providence is just 


When all is wrapt in midnight gloom, 
And reason can no cause assign, 
The soul still finds sufficient room 
To trace the hand of love divine. 


When God our earthly bliss removes, 
He has some gracious end in view ; 
He always chasteus those he loves, 
Yet makes them more than cong’rors te 


Let this our every fear contro}, 

That all our Father’s ways are right ; 
And, as eternal ages roll, 

Will still unfold with new delight. 


Peace, every rising marmur, then ; 


Trust in the love ——— vgain, 
And banish al! our doubts and fears. 
SABBATH MORNING. 
Hai to the placid, venerable morn; 
That slowly wakes while all the field: are still , 
A pensive calin on every breeze is borne, 
A graver murmur gurgles from the rill, 
And echo answers softer from the biil; 
While softer sings the linnet from the thorn, 
The skv-lark warbles in a tone léss shrill. 
Hail, Light serene! hail, holy Sabbath-morm! 


The gales, that lately sigh’d along the grove, 
Have hush’d their downy wings in dead repose ; 
The rooks float silent byinairy drove; * 
The sun, a mild, but solemn, lustre throws 4 
The clouds, that hover’d slow, forget to move.— 
Thus smil'd the day, when the first morn arose. 





> Weare gratified to learn; from the Gospel Her- 
ald, that Brother Thompson, of Philadelphia, is on @ 
tour to the western part of this state. 


_—- 


> The following Universalist Publications, are for 





f | sale, by R. W. Haskins § Co, at the Buffalo Boot- 
Store : 


Winchester’s Lectures, 
Ballou’s Notes on the Parables, 
Do. Treatise on Atonement, 
Young on Universal Restoration, 
Purification and Restoration, 
Col'ection of Psalms and Hymns, suitalle for 
public and private worship. 
This work has been adopted by the Western As- 
sociation of Universalists of the state of New-York, 
and is in extensive use inthe churches, 
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he exclaimed. Oh! you little VIPER lay- ¥; O DOLLAR 


ing there suirive, with malice enough in| 


yo ir HEART to dethrone God, if you could. | 
s~eligiuus I nguirer. 


PER ANNUM, PAYABLE HALF YEARLY IN 
ADVANCE.—=H. A. SALISBURY, 
PRINTER. 


\ What I do thou knowest not now ; but thou shalt know 
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